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TREATISE: 


 Shewing how a 


PROTESTANT. 


May be aſured of the 


Articles of his F A [ 0 H. 
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f | Letiough! | doubt not bar every real tiiſtian Is 
> well perſwaded in his own Mind of the Truth 
2 | 

| 
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of that Evangelical Dotrine, taught. 
- Blefled Saviour and his Holy. Apotfles” bz; fk 
-s indifpenſibly to be bored io 19. or 
Satratio Yet ſeelng that - in theſe - -times oor, is "op 
broad ſo great a paroxiſm, and fermentation of Rr ag 
about the Certainty of Faith, arid the [ing W It 
my be attained ;. and ſuch endeavours. uſed by . rh 
16 unſtttte ns therein : It will, be our Wiſdom, to 1 xgcollect, 
_ conſider well of wee _ "which we have "on | 
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(According -as we-are-Exhorted,--1-Thefſ. 5-21. 2 Tim. 1. 
13. Heb, 3.6. 10.23.) By firmneſs of. Aſſent, and- con- 
ſtancy of Profeſſion, notwithſtanding all the force and 
fraud, whereby we are, or-may be aſlaulted. 

And this the rather, becauſe our Faith is Precjous, and 
a Treaſure, the keeping whereof is of infinite Concern- 
ment to our Souls, and becanſe we have been forewarned 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that there ſhould come Wolves in 
Sheeps .Cloathjng ;- falſe Prophets, pretenfling infallible Re- 
velatien fr6m GP: Ha Apoſtles, pretendingsMiſſion, nd 
Commiſſion front'Chrift®; Faffe Teachers, bringing in privily 
dammnable Hereſies, Men of corrupt Minas, reſiſting the Truth, 
Reprobates concerning the Faith ;' and of this ſort are they that 
creep into Houſes and lead Captive ſilly Women, laden with Sins, 
- led away with;uivgrs Lufts, fever karning, *and never (able to 

come aro rid womleae of tht Truth. (Matth.-7.45. Ch. 24. 
ver]. 11, 24. 2 Cor. 11.13. 2 Pet. 2. ver}. 1,2, 3. 2 Tim. 
3.6, 8.) Againſt ſuch Men we bave ſeen many worthy and 
learned Champions of the Truth enter the Liſts, being 
raiſed up; by God to he helpers of our Faith, and to con- 
tend earneſtly for. that Faith, which was once'delivered'un- 
to the Saints. And although their Antagoniſts have uſed 
all the.ſlights of cunning Wreſtlers, ſtripping, and, oil- 
ing themſelves by ſuperficial and ſlippery Repreſentations 
(like falſe Arms) that their Adverſaries might not, know 
where to have them, ' where to aſſault them, . or where to 
faſten their hold upon them, (and Proteus ike) transform- 


; ES-Y: \ 


ing themſelves. into. 'all Shapes, . thax., .if 'polGble,. . they 
might twilt themſelves qut. of their Gripe and Graſp, yet 
bave they been fo effeQually; handled be them, that one 
would think, that were,they capable of any_ impreſſions 
from truth,' or ſame, they. w: uld cither Haye, cams, OVEL, 


wet > £4 29 ) #7 FO a»> 1 tia} » 
or at leaſt have given ovef, before this tine _ 1; 


Both ſides if making thel appeals to the Readers do ſethn 


to allow us a jndgment of diſcerning both the* cauſe 'atid 
their defetitexat aſt for our own private Safety and Satiſ- 
SID, J doen 2 1 - faftion. 
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faftiva: Butiyetthey ovIll 2d uy nderſtopd}with this Jiffe- 


rence : The one will allow om; to uſe - your Eyes, _ 

you have choſen their Side ; but then-you muſt reſign them, 
teſt you ſhould: charice to - Ce whither they: lead -yow'; . but 
the other” exhort.; your to-:keep. your' Eyes ftil-in' your 
Heads, ind:toimake yhc heftuſe of-them you can, for your 
own - ſatisfatian--and:. ſecutity, ithat;you are fairly dealt; 


withal; and natbetrayed into-Errar agd; Perdition;: - which: 
is certainly the moſt ingenuous Method of the two, : and. 


moſt becoming a good Cauſeanda good COnIEncE. 
The Dodrine of Chriſt.agd his Apoſtles, is that Faith 


which all Chriſtians make Profeſſion to believe'z and they: 


queſtion not but it is the Word of God, and therefore in- 
fallibly true, ſeeing God is Truth -it felt, 'and. cannot lye. 
But It is enxclr Controverted,. whether. this Doctrine. be- 
all contained in the Holy Scriptures,. or ſome of it tranſ- 
mitted to theſe LImes: _ oral Tradition, Or by. _ 
ther- "ac! Mb, $ Long WO {9 \FV TIER 

Sits off Jo 6: a 
| And- ſeing we tn do RF thatall the: Artii 
of our preſent Faith are contained in 'the Holy Seriptures; 
as the DoGrine taught by Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles ; 
let us fit down,:: and:calmly Toplider:-with-our ſhilves3 what 
aſſurance we bave of theſe, and then come ta take imio cons 
fideration thoſe .othep Articles;: whithaxe : offaved 40 29S 
ſome other way. In both which:inquiries iwe may -receiyg 
much Aſſiſtance. from what bathheenipublickly; 0 weeds 0 
us by the Writings of excellent and Learned Meny,- 


. And I-thjbk 5f ieidad radkerout, $0! on qurmg? theſe 
twaxckings,} we: ſhall halve /a:good Ghrtaintybef; the Truth 
of what-wer believe, av all may, whe hayetheufe ol:Revy 
ſon; and mill make uſarof1;3t-ab they,ovghtyd 251ut 3k 
%;3 C2 gaib:3998 1 Ni VINSTILON 2i5f T0 g10im Sven [iv 
1144 That: tho HalyiSeniptiyiayare the Wyord/of (God; res 


vealedsrhy ! bd 129ll xqaniiecd, Wiz Writi try: inehe | 
ary Guidance of the Holy-Ghoſt; " on pntaif 
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— of Thrith," hr 1 pe og and 2 
Ants > ab 


Thit alt the articles of Paith which v we Proteſtants 
a6 Kelleve' and profeſs; ' ate recorded” inthe Holy Scri- 
ptures as taught by Chriſt, his: Holy Prophets ahd Apo- 
Mes ; and there cOrtained, either in' expreſs Words, of 
- -— from Which they —_ be firmly deduced and 

ticlude . 


' ©.» 


" But before we come to conſider theſe Particulars, I ſhall 
obſerve two or three thin 'S5, for our more clear Proceed» 
ibg, and diſtinguiſh, 


7. Betweeri the kinds " Certhiny T here, is 2 2 certainty 
of the thing, or -Objeft, * which is here in the Doctrine be- 
tieved, (of the Fides que creairur) and conſiſts in its immu- 
table Tratt, fourided:' 68 God's Immutable. Verity. There 
is alſo a Certainty of the Perſon, or Subject > which is the 


 firmneſsof the aſſent given unto that tertain DoCtrine of 


Faith 6ncoperit Arguments, and exiſts in the Perſon of him 
that Believes. 


fs for litance, That: Jeſus Chriſt. came into the World 
to Ave Signers, is: a'Truth certain-in it ſelf, -even before 
we thear of it: "But it 'is not 'certaig unto us, till we do 
kao it ceftainly to hetroe. This laſt is calted Szbjedtive 
- Cirripity, + wal 6 this i it is hpomcyoe weare now antrngrEg inquiring 
ET. i 


2. Diftinghiſh” between-this fabjeRtive Certainty (or 

he ney ern Afﬀent) and the Kid. of . the: Aﬀent 
et. | The Aﬀent for ts kind may be an Aﬀſent of: divine 
Faith, cauſed by a", &iviae7 Teſtimony';-and: yer this - Faith 
will have more or leſs Certainty in it, according to the 
eater of leſs-Certainty: , Which wee © 2havei of: the Divine 
itnbny, chit the Matter Gf'it 'is Trueg-uhd vchah? God 
doth teſtifie it. 72-7 05 Sl bo. Ine ints old 


6&5) 
3. We muft diſtinguiſh alſo between the Certainty, or - 
aſſurance given to another rational Man by diſcourfive Ar- 
ument, and that, further Certainty which every faithful 
ul hath particularly within it felf. For the Argnments - 
cauſing them, are differing, and ſhall be conſidered a- 
part. | 


Now we aſlent unto all the Articles of our Faith by a 
Divine Faith, and this Faith is firm and certain ſubjective. 
But the Romanilſts pretend to give an infallible ſubje&ive 
Certainty of them, and ſo by out-bidding us, invite Men 
over into their Communion. 


And it is to be conſidered, whether our ſubjective Cer- 
tainty- be ſufficient for ſaving Faith, or an infallible ſub- 
je&ive Certainty be required to it. As for onr parts, we 
do not at all doubt, but that God will infallibly, in the e- 
yent, bring all his Ele& nnto'true Faith, and by 'it unto 
Salvation, though he do not make them all infallibly per- - 
| Hraded of it in this Life. ' A Subjettive Certainty of what 
we believe, is ſufficient for adhering unto Jeſus Chriſt, , 
and Obedience, the Fruit thereof, and for our own Com- - 
fort ; and therefore to bring us to Salvation, without be- - 
ing infallibly certain Subjetve of all the things .which we - 
do believe, | 


And one cannot readily vive an account, why any Men : 
ſhould To covet-to be infalbly certain of their Belief, and 
yet in the mean while take up and content themſelves with - 
a tonjefturel Certainty (or certainty of Hope 'only) comt- - 
cerning their .own Salvation ; unleſs it were, becauſe: 
it is the Intereſt'of ſome 'Men to: have others fully perfwa- | 
ded of their Do&rines (of Purgatory, Superogation; In- - 
fallibility, -&c.) that fo 'theymay- tead them 'by a blind Be- - 
hief and Obedience, 'to what they'pleaſe;/but roikeep. them - 
1n the mean 'while uncertain of their Sabvation, that they 
may the'more willingly take off their'Maſſes; Merits, and . 
*Pardotis, and ſath like Commodities, in barter for 'their 
Earthly Gold and Silver. But 


"C0 


But-let us come now to conſider the firſt Propoſicion, 


and how -we are aſſured of it ; -which is 


That the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God, revealed by Him, 
and committed-to Writing by the infallible Guidance of the 
Holy-Ghoſt, and contain the Doftrine of Chriſt, and of bis 
Holy Propiets, and Apoſtles. | : 


And that we may take our Riſe a little backward : That 
there is a God, and he infallible in Knowledge and Veracity, 
and that. he Created Man after his own Image, are Truths 
which the World hath ben ſo long.in- quiet. Polleſſion. of, 
that I think 1 may take them for granted, (at leaſt for the 
preſent): and then itis a thing moſt agreeable to: the Wit- 
dom, Goodneſs, and Juſtice of God,to believe that {ſeeing 
God doth expe& that Man ſhould know, worſhip, ,and o- 
bey him, according as Man's dependence on him, and the 
Preparations which he bath laid in for-it in the Fabrick and 
Furniture of his Nature do require } and.it.ſcems | neceſ- 
ſary that he ſhould have made ſome ſufficient -Promulgation 
of his Will and Pleaſure unto Man, as a perfe&t and cer- 
tain Rule of his Faith and Practice ; according to which, 
he may take an account of him hereafcer. | | 


For which purpoſe, the natural Reaſon of Man in this 
corrupt Eſtate, is not a ſufficient Rule ; as woful Experi- 
ence teacheth, and therefore it was neceſſary that 
God. ſhould meke ſome further. Revelation of, his 
Mind unto us, . to clear vp, and :correct our natural, No- 
tions, and to diſcover what further he doth;require. us zo. 
believe and do in order to Salvation. And for the cer- 
tainty of ſuch Rule, it is very-conſentaneous to the Wil- 
domuof God, inthis ſhortneſs of Man's Life, and multitude 
-of the/Perſons: concerned, .to commit ſuch Rule to, Wri- 
-ting,”-rather than to intruſt it to the conveyance of oral 
Tradition 5 which all juſt and. wiſe, Law-givers, have found 


it neceſſary to decline: But however, a revealed Rule there 


muſt be, and there is nothing in the: World, which = 
: pe] ay 1234 wit 


("7 J 
witt' diy Reafon'ot Probability lay: claim to it; but ofily 
the Holy Scriptures, and'this they.do accordingly.” For 
we often find them challenging to themſelves this Preroga- 
tive : Thy ſaith the Lord, and I the Lord have ſpoken it. Te- 
ſais: anſwered and ſaid; and be taught the People, ſaying ; and. 
#1 Seripthre is given by divine Inſpiration, Holy Men of God, 
ſpike 'as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. For ' tho” all the 
Books of Scripture were aot then written when the Apo-: - 
{ſtles wrote that ; yet all the neceſlary Articles of Faith were, 
and many more. Which claim, had it not been a true 
one; it would -certainly have been the greateſt Forgery, 
Uſurpation, and Blaſphemy, againſt God himſelf that 'is 
Imaginablezand then we might have rationally expected that 
the great and gagd God would have been ſo. Jealous of his 
own, Honour, and Man's Salvation, as in all this time, by 
ſome ſignal Ac of his Providence to diſown it, and diſco- 
ver the Impoſture. But ſince he hath not done any ſuch 
thing ; but on the contrary hath made it his. Work by his 
wonderful Providence to maintain and preſerve it for ſo 
many Hundreds of Years, and accompanied the Preach- 
ing of it for the Converſjon of Souls. unto- himſelf, and 
the Reformation of the World of Mankind : What. elſe 
can be thought, but that he thereby owns it to be his ? Cer- - 
tainly;'ſuch a Proof as this concerning any Man's Book, 
would be a violent Preſumption that he were the - true 
Author of it; and he wovld be thought a very nnreaſona- 
ble Man who ſhould but<call it into queſtion. But we” have 
greater Certainty than this for the Matters contained in 
the Holy Scriptures ; I mean the Heavenlinefs of' the Mat- 
ter, - the Majeſty of the Stile, the Harmony of the - Parts, 
the Conſent of the ſeveral Writers, the deſign. of the 
whole to lay Man low, and to advance God's Glory in 
Man'sSalvation. | Thefe and ſuch like Beams of. divine 
Light are f agreeable to the Notion of ' God written-in our 
'Hearts, that -both of them do plainly appear-to have been 
written by the-ſame Einger of God, and the one to. con- 
-firms-explain, and pertca- the other. _ «: 


+70" | F. Which 
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Which Heavenly CharaQers and claim have been. own, 
ed and admitted, and the certainty of- the. Holy Scxi+ 
ptures being the. Word of God, revealed by him ,. 
penned by the infallible dire&tion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
been thereupan. believed and atteſted by all, the Clarches 
of Chriſtin all Ages (notwithſtanding. other differences 
that were, and are among them). unanimaylly, by ſo-ma- 
ny wiſe, holy, and learned Men, in amatter which was 
of infinite concernment to them, to be well aſſured of ; 
and wherein they could neither have any deſign. nor op- 
Portunity of combining together, for the deceiving of 0+ 
thers. Now this unanimous Teſtimony of the Ghurch, 
although it be but a humane Teſtimony, and not infallible, 
yet being corroborated by the aforeſaid Conſiderations, it 
15 ſufficient to give any reaſonable Man a Atisfation, and 
an aſlurance,that the Holy Scriptnres were revealed by 
God, and penned by his infallible Guidance 3 as great 
as any other matter of Fact (and this is ſuch) can at this 
diſtance by humane teſtimony bz capable of ; 'yea, and a 
far greater : For th:re is no Effe& wrought by any Man, 
that can verge forth ſo many Rays from the nature of the 
A&t , or thing done ; pointing at, -and ſingling out its 
Caufe, and owning its Original, | but that it might have 
been done by ſome other Man : So that I might fold. up 
-what hath been faid into this form of Argument. 


That which pretending to be revealed by God, and 
penned by his Aſſiſtance, hath been owned by his {ſpecial 
-Prov idence ; and which having. manifeſt CharaQters of 

_-of Divinity ſhining in it, hath been owned, believed, 
and atteſted by all the Churches of Chrift ia all Ages 
as the Word of God, revealed by him, *and - penned 

by the infallible guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, and con- 
taining the Doftrine of Chriſt, and his Holy Prophets, 
and Apoſtles : That. is the. Word of. God,; revealed by 
him, and penned by the infallible Gnidance of the Ho- 
1y Ghoſt, aud dothcontain the Doftrine of Chriſt, and 
his Holy Prophets and Apoſtles. | | 

; But 


(9) 
But the Holy. Scripture; pretending to be revealed by Gad, 
and penned by his Aſſiſtance, hath been owned by his 
ſpecial Providence, and having manifeſt CharaQers of 
Divinity ſhining in it, hath been owned , believ- 
' ed, and atteſted by all the , Churches of Chriſt in 
all Ages, as the Word of God revealed by him, pen- 
' ned by the infallible Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
containing in it' the DoQrine of Chriſt, and his Holy 
Prophets and Apoſtles. | 


Therefore the Holy Scripture is the Word of God, reveal- 
ed by him, and penned by the infaillible guidance of the 
Holy-Ghoſt, and doth contain 1n it the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Holy Prophets and Apoſtles. | 


 Andifall Men would be brought fo have ſucha certainty 
as theſe Arguments are in themſelves apt to produce in well 
diſpoſed Minds ; they muſt needs think themſelves under 
the higheſt obligations to provide for the Salvation of their 
Souls, by following the Directions preſcribed in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures in order thereunto. | 


And for the number of Canonical Books in Scripture ; 
we have the like: uniform Teſtimony of the Churches of 
Chriſt in all Ages, ever -lince the Epiſtle to the Hebrews was 
received by the Latin Church, and.the Apocalypſe by the 
Greek Church. Which two Books do not add any 
Article of Faith, neceſſary to Salvation ; which was not 
contained in thoſe other Books, which were before thar: 


time univerſally received. 


But every faithful Soul hath a far greater Certainty of 
the Holy Scriptures being the word of God, than hath been 
hitherto mentioned : which I ſhall ſhew when I have con- 


ſidered the ſecond Propofition, which. is-this, -- 


That all the Articles of Faith, which we Proteflants do believe 
and profeſs, are recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 44 gy ; 


( 10 ) 


by Chrift and his Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, and there con- 
rained, either in expreſs Words, or in Principle, from which 
they may be firmly deduced and concluded. | 


Now having fuch an aſſurance as I have ſhewn above ; 
that the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God, we have 
built the Articles of our Faith upon this Rock;and ſhall be 
ready to receive any more, which we can be convinced to be 
contained in it 3 but no other, till we have good affarance 
that they have been revealed from God ſome other way : 
For divine Faith muſt be fonnded on a divine Teſtimony. _ 


+ But for the better clarifying of our Thoughts and Ap- 
prehenſions in- this our ſecond Inquiry, it will not be a- 
miſs for us todiſtinguiſh, | 


t. Of the Aſent given to thoſe Articles (which' muſt 
be alway an Aſlent of divine Faith) but a divine Faith is 
ſometimes Explicit, and expreſs, when we do aQually 
apprehend and conceive of the Propoſition which we aſſent 
unto, whether it be expreſly laid down in Scripture, or we 
plainly fee it to be deduced from what is there laid down. 


But ſometimes it is implicite and vertual only, as when 
we aſſent unto ſome general Propolition aQually appre- 
hended, though we do not diſtintly conſider the particu- 
lars included in it; and in like manner when we aſſent un- 
to ſome Principle laid down in Holy Scriptures , though 


we do not actually apprehend thoſe other Truths, which 


havea neceſſary conſequential Dependance on tit ; we are 
Aid to believe theſe latter alſo implicitly, and as it were 
in ſemine ; becauſe we do expreſly believe that, which im- 
Plies or infers them. 


For inſtance, when F aſſent unto this General, God knows 
the Hearts of all Men; 1do implicitly aſſent unto this, God 
knows my Heart, though perhaps I may not have as yet par- 
ticularly afſcated unto it- And fo when I aſſent unto 


this, . 


& 


FT 


7, 
this, that Chriſt was true Man, I do vertually aſſent un- 
to this; that Chriſt had « reaſonable Sex, becauſe it may 


be firmly inferred from the former, though 1 have not 
yet actually inferred it, or aſſented to it. | 


2.*Of the neceſſity of ſuch aſſent, which is diverſe accor- 
ding to the diverſe Nature and import of the matters to 
be believed. Some are neceſſary to be believed and done 
neceſſitate medii, or elſe we' ſhall never be Saved. Some 
things are neceſſary, neceſſitate Precepti only, that is, with- 
out the Belief and doing whereof, we ſin. 


For the firſt ſort, they are ſuch things, without the be- 
lieving and doing whereof, God has determined never to 
fave a Man ; for both our Salvation, and alſo the means 
and terms of it, depend wholly upon God's Good-will and 
Pleaſure: and therefore, we muſt take our Meaſures of 
ſuch Neceſlity from God's revealed Will only. And from 
that we learn, that God has afforded greater Diſcoveries 
of things to be believed in ſome Ages than in others, and 
given greater abilities and advantages to ſome Men than 
to others ; and acordingly doth require more things to be 


believed, and more explicit Faith of them from ſome Men, 


than from others;unto which by his Providence,he will bring 
them, and not ſave them without ſuch a belief of ſuch 
Truths. And as for the latter ſort, if they be neceſſary 
to be expreſly and explicitly believed, though we {in, if 
we do not ſo believe them (being ſufficiently propounded 
unto us, and we having abilities to apprehend them) yet 
upon a ſincere Repentance , the Non-belief of -them ſhall 
not prejudice our Salvation. But in many things, if we 
do but uſe our: beſt endeavours to attain the knowledge of 
them, having a readineſs to believe and pbey whatſoever 


we can get a particular Knowledg of, to be the Will of 


God ; ſuch an implicit Faith and readineſs will be accepted 
for the Deed ; as if we had expreſly believed them. 


Ga. . __.Now 
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Now for ſuch things are neceſſary, to be explicitly be- 
lieved by all Men with a Divine Faith, or elſe 
they cannot be ſaved ; They are not many, and are 
all contained in the Scriptures, and may be clearly learn- 
ed from thence by any ordinary Capacity. The Ancients 
made account they were all compriſed in the Apoſtles Greed, 
the Lords Prayer, and the ten Commandments; and Bel- 
larmine himſelf confeſſes that they are all contained in the 
Scriptures (omnia ſunt ſcripta, que ſunt omnibus neceſſaria, 
Lib. 4. De verbo Dei non ſcripto, cap. 11.) And that they 
are ſo, will be evident to any one that will examine 
the Particulars : And therefore they may be clearly learnt 
from thence ; and we may be as much aſſured of them, 
as of any thing which we read or hear. 


And as for thoſe other Matters, which are further ne- 
ceſſary for ſome Men to their Salvation : they are alſq con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures ; for elſe they were not pro- 
pounded ſufficiently to beget a divine Faith (for there is 
no whereelſe a divine Teſtimony to be found) and then 
they could not be. neceſſary for their Salvation. | 


And then for ſuch things as are neceſlary to be believed, 
only becauſe, elſe we Sin ; .they alſo muſt needs be ſuffici- 
ently propoſed in the Holy -Scriptures; ſo as that uſing 
our beſt endeavours, we may be ſufficiently aſſured from 
thence of their Truth and divine Anthority ; otherwiſe 
they would not be Obligatory. 


But we may, and do attain to ſuch aſſurance by a diligent 
- uſe of the means which God hath appointed, and is wont 
to bleſs, for that purpoſe, viz. By the due and diligent 
| reading and hearing of the Word, with Prayer to God 
for the direQion of his Holy Spirit, by comparing of Scri- 
pture with Scripture, and with the Analogy of Faith, and 
particularly with thoſe neceſſary Truths, whereof we are 
already convinced, and the reſt of God's Image in our 
aouls; and by conſulting with others (eſpecially _ 

Ts ers, 


fters who were ordained by God to be the helpers of onr 
Faith) and by the Conſcientious practiſing of what we have 
already attained to the knowledge of. ; 


By theſe means uſed according to the abilities, which 
God hath given , all Men may be aſſured of all ſuch Mat- 
ters, as are needful for Faith and Godlineſs ; but ſome 
Men may receive a gzeat&FSatisfaQtion and Confirmation 
therein, who are able to ſearc 'add the concurrent Ex- 
poſition of the ancient Orthodox Churches of Chriſt, and 
the Fathers of the Primitive times, agreeing among them- 
ſelves, and with the Holy Scriptures. _ 


Would Men but make uſe of ſuch means as theſe,and em- 
brace the Truth, when it offers it ſelf in the uſe of them, 
none would wreſt ſome obſcure paſſages of Scripture to 
their own Deſtruftion, there being other places plain e- 
nough, from which they might learn the Truth and their 
own Duty, were they but truly humble and delirous to 
know it. Nor would others have any pretence to keep 
the Scriptures from the People, becauſe of their obſcuri- 
ty. But we may well ſuppoſe that thoſe who do -ſo,do it ra- 
ther becauſe the Scriptures are too plain, and expreſs a- 
gainſt their, corrupt Dodrines and Prattices. What elſe 
ſhould make them ſo unwilling to truſt the People with 
the ſecond Commandment, and hide all the reſt of the 
Scriptures, (even their very Pater noiter) ta the dark 
Lanthorn of an unknown Tongue ? | 


And here, I do not expett to be asked, how the common 
People can become aſſured that they ſee or hear ; that they 
are Letters and Words which they ſee and hear, and 
words of ſuch a Language and Signification ; becauſe-ſuch 
mincing would be accounted triffling. Altho* to diſ-be- 
- _lieve ones Senſes, is no new. thing'in- the Pyrrhonien Phi- 
lofophy. __. i” tn | 

But if we be asked how ſuch People can be aſſured that 
their Engiz/h Bibles agree with the Greek and Hebrew, _ 

| whic 
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'which they have been Tranſlated : We- hope oor Neigh- 
bours will let ns know the Secret, how- thehiſelves: are a[- 
certained, that what their Prieſt tells-them in Engliſh - by 
word of Mouth, is agreeable (I ſay not to the Originals, 
but )to their Latin Bible, 'or that there is any true authen- 
tick Copy of it extant-in the World ; and that the Popes 
have done correcting, and altering its infallibility, or con- 
futing their own ; and how they are certain that it is true 
which the Prieſt tells them 'was done or faid at Rome, by 
ſome-body ( he knows not who nor when) which yet he 
requires them to believe. And then we may uſe the ſame, 
'or a better Method , -and. hope. they will not charge us 
with Uncertainty. But in the mean while if we can have 
bat a moderate Certainty from Senſe, Reaſon, and hu- 
mane Teſtimony concerning ſuch things as theſe , which 
ſerve only to propound, and hand the obje& to our Facul- 
ties; we ſhall then be better able to aſſure our ſelves of the 
Truth contained in the Letter, and learn from whom it 
'rame, by looking into it, than by laying hold: on the hand 
that brings it. 


And for the Certainty which we have concerning the 
matters of our Faith, though we dare not pretend to a- 
ny ſibjetive Infallibility, yet it is as great a Certainty 
as God was pleaſed to allow the Church of the Jews be- 
fore our Saviour's coming ; which was ſufficient in its ſelf, 
both as to propoſal of the Objed, and the Medinm indu- 
cing Aſſent to have wrought Divine Faith in them, and to 
have ſaved them. 


We read that our Saviour ſent them to the Scriptures, 
and when they ſought for ſigns from Heaven, He did pe- 
remptorily reje& them ; No fign ſhall be given them. And 
when the rich Man in Hell defired on behalf of his Kin(- 
men on Earth, that*Zazarnus might be ſent to teftife ro 
them what Lazarus ſaw, and himſelf felt : Our: Saviour 
Puts words into- Abraham's Mouth to check his Error, 
(Luk. 16. 29.) They have Moſes and the Prophets, let them 


hear 
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hear them; and then adds, If they hear or Moſes and the 
Prophets, neither will oy be perſwaded though one roſe from the 
Dead: Yea, though himſelf ſpake by, an infallible Spi- 
rit, and wrought ſo many Miracles; yet he faith to the 
Fews,:! Tf ye believe not bis Writings, how ſhalt ye. belleve my 


Words ? Joh. 5. 47. © | 
Agreecable unto. which, .St. Peter tells us, 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
That the word of Prophecy is more ſure than the Voice, . 
which came from Heaven, which be had heard; for in- 
deed the Glory which accompanied” that, did fo aſtoniſh 
him, that he knew not what himſelf faid ; Mark g. 6. 
And thoſe who heard the Voice from Heaven,' in anſwer to 
our Saviour's Prayer, John 12. 29. were fo far from being 
edified, or convinced by it, that ſome of them ſaid, It 
Thundered. And therefore .let us content our ſelves with 
the Certainty which God hath given us by his written 
Word, eſpecially having the Types enucleated, and 'Pro- 
phecies fulfilled by Chriſt's Appearing ; and the Law of 
God Expounded by our Saviour's Dodrine,and having bet- 
ter Afſiſtances for the underſtanding of the Scriptures, than - 

ever the Jewiſh Church enjoyed. a6 | 


And thus much of the Certaitity which we have of” our 
Faith, from ſach Conſiderations as may paſs in: Argument 
between Manand Man, which 1do aver to be abundantly: 
ſufficient for any prudent Man to a& when ; who, I am fare 
would upon leſs certain Grounds think himfelf bonnd” 
to make more hazardous Attempts if he were in” but half 
the danger of loſing his Life, that he is now in of 'Iofing' 
his Soul to all Eternity ; and therefore, it affords a Man 


a ſufficient external Motive of a prudent Belief, and Ground. 


to follow. it with, his utmoſt Engeaypprs. © 


and therefore, if-Men_ be” not vyi6jight upon hereby,” 
the fault will be found to, be in heetyes alone. And 
if any ſhall blame this" Certaity”, '2s infofficient',” we 
may reaſonably expe& from them, that they *U0-'not re- 
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quire us to believe any DoArines, whereof they cannot. 
give us a greater Certunty, at leaſt, as great as this. 


But beſides all this, every true Believer who hath a 

true faving Faith, (which is the Gift of God alone) in- 

fuſed into him, and wrought by the Operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, hath a further Certainty of what he believes. - 


For the Object to be believed, being offered and brought 
home to his Faculties hy the Preaching of the Word, the 
Holy Ghoſt makes the Ordinances effe&tual for the work- 
ing of Saving Faith in the Hearts of all, who are ordain- 
ed to Eternal Life, by clearly ſhining upon the 
Truths propoſed to them out bf the Holy Scriptures, (in 
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Much after the ſame way, by which, thoſe to whom the: 
Word of God was immediately revealed, |. were affured 
'6f its being the very Word of God,' (and not any illuſi- 
on): which was offered to them. But as the Matter ,there 
. was new, and to beby them offered. to the*Faith of ' others, 
there were. added miraculous Works. of a Divine Power, 
To, , Xcompany. the Reyclation into the World ; og 
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might give Aſſurance that the Words, becauſe the Works 
did proceed from God ; and this Divine Working was to 
be obſervable by, others, to whom © thoſe Meſſengers 
were ſent ; whereunto their own Senſes might give Te- 
ſtimony of the Works done; and their Reaſon, That tliey 
mult needs proceed. from a ſupernatural Cauſe : But now 
the: Conviction here being but for the Perſon. of the Be- 
liever, . lr order only: to. his particular Salvation 5 both 
the: Illumination of the Mind, Illuſtration of the ObjeQ, 
and the powerful Workings (which are here upon the 
Conſcience) accompanying it, are all tranſated within 
the: Precin&s of the Soul, and intended no further ; only as 
they may be reported by hymn unto others,and then they will 
have the force of an human Teſtimony of what has paſſed 
within himſelf. 


And this cannot be called a private Spirit; for it is the 
fame Holy Spirit which opens the Hearts of all, who 
receive the Word by a divine, Supernatural Faith, necef 
farily required for their Salvation ; and it works this Con- 
viction and Aſſent not immediately (at leaſt ordinarily ) 
but by the means of that ſame word, which it had before 
revealed by others for the common good of the Church, and 
the common Salvation of all of them that believe. Such 
an aſſurance as this is, cannot be wrought , but by God 
himſelf, and therefore it is Supernatural Faith. 


And to ſhew that this is no fingular Opinion, but the 
common Doctrine owned and taught by the Learned of 
both Communions 3 I ſhall mention only two Teſtimo- 
nies, of each one. Aquinas ( ſecunda, ſecunde. Qu. 8. 
Art. 4 iz Corpore) ſpeaking of the donnm intelletus, faith * 
that it illuſtrates the Mind of a Man, enabling it to know 
a certain ſupernatural Truth. His words are (illuftrat men- 
tem hominis, ut cognoſcat weruatem quandam ſupernatu- 
ralem.) And-in the ſame place (ad rertium) he faith of 
the ſame ſpecial gift of- Underſtanding, that it .is never 


wanting uato Holy Men in things neceſlary to Salvation 3 
; - 


(Nunquam 


= . 
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( Nunquam iſe ſubtrabit ſanitis circa ea que ſunt neceſſaria ad 
ſalutem) The other is that of Archbiſhop Lewd in his Con- 


ference with Mr. Fiſher the Jeſuite ; where Paragraph 16. 


he hath theſe Words. © But if by Faith they mean the 
Habit, or A& of divine infuſed Faith, by which Vertue they 
« do believe the credible ObjeR, and thing to be believed, 
<« then their Speech is true, and confeſſed by all Divines 
<« of all ſorts. For Faith is the Gift of God, of God alone, 
« and an snfuſed Habit ;-in-reſpet whereof, the Soul is 
« meerly recipient : And therefore the ſole Iafufer, the 
<& Holy Ghoſt, muſt not be excluded from that work which 
© none can do but He. For, the Holy Ghoſt, as he firſt 
<« dictated the Scripture to the Apoſtles; ſo did he not 
&« leave the Church in general, nor the true Members 
© of it in particular, without Grace to believe what him- 
& felf had revealed and made credible. So tbat Faith, 
« aSit is taken for the wverrxe of Faith, whether it be of 
© this, or any other Article, though it receive a kind 
« of Preparation, or occaſion of Beginning from the 
« Teſtimony of the Church, as it propoſeth and induceth 
« to the Faith ; yet it ends in God, revealing within, and 
<< teaching within that which: the Church Preached with- 
© out. For, till the Spirit of God move the Heart of 
« Man, he cannot Believe, be the Obje&t never ſo credi- 
*© ble. Thus far he, and to the ſame purpoſe he produ- 
ces St. Auguſtine, Aquinas, Canus, and Stapleron. 


And this is truly a Divine Faith ; not only as it is 
given toa Divine Teſtimony as the ObjeR, and as in- 
duced by a Divine Teſtimony, as the Medium, or mo- 
tive of Aſſent ; but alſo as it is infuſed into the Soul by 


' God, as the Author, and Giver of ity and it cannot be 


WA > 


but that the Special Providence of God ; that guides Men 
unto Salvation, ſhould concern it ſelf to bring all ſach, 
without fail, to the knowledge and Belief (and ſuch know- 


ledge and Belief) of all thoſe Truths, without the Know- 


ledge and Belief, whereof he hath determined nat to fave 
them. ( But as for any other Men, they do never faving- 
BE ro | ly 
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ly believe.) And-as to other Matters, the ſame ſpecial 
Providence will certainly give them ſuch Aſſurance : of 
them, as he ſhall think needful for his own Glory: and 
Service; and for their Obedience, Comfort, and Salva- 
tion, who diſpenſeth to all Men freely ſuch Meaſures of 
Gifts and Graces, as it pleaſeth him, Phil. 3. 15. 


And for the ordinary extent of ſuch Aſſurance, it may 
be further conſidered, That the Aflurance which a Man 
hath of neceſſary Truths, will reach unto many more 
Truths which have conſanguinity, or neceſſary connexion 
with them, as Cauſes or Conſequents; or elſe by ver- 
tue of the Penning, and Context. As we ſee an whole 
Board faſtned by a Nail driven in one Place, becauſe of 
the continuity of the Parts ; and a Seal confirming 
an whole Indenture, though affixed but to one part of 


the Parchment.... ....... ..* 


And thus a Teſtimony of the Holy Scripture concern- 
ing ſome particular part of it ſelf, being the Word of 
God, will take in very many others. 


Thus have we conſidered in the general, what Cer- 
tainty we have or may have of all the Articles of our 
Chriſtian Faith, which we do hold to be all contained in 
the Holy Scriptures, or elſe: may by good Inference be 
deduced from «at z both what Certainty a Profeſſor may 
have within himſelf, and alſo what Certainty - he may 
give of it unto others, or receive of them in diſpute, 
or by way of Perſwaſion. 


And as for ſuch Articles in Particular, it is neither con-. 
ſiſtent with the deſigned brevity of this Paper, nor in- 
deed needful to ſhew where every one of them is con- 
tained in the Scriptures, or how deduced thence ; this be- 
ing already done to every ones- Hand, in the many ex- 
cellent Writings, and {particularly ) in*the Catechiſms 
and Syſtems of the Chriftian Faith, ' written both former- 
D 2 ly, 
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iy, and of later times by learned Men -ef both Communi- 
ons; whereunto private Perſons may have recourſe , 
if they have not yet attained ſufficient, Knowledge and 
Satisfaction therein, by hearing the Word Preached, 
and Reading the Holy Scriptures, 


JMI 
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uU T beſides. 'the Articles :of -Fajth,, which we -in 
common have Teceifet from the Holy Scriptures, 
| there are divers other Matters and Articles offer- 
£d by.the Church of ' Rome, as neceſſarily to'be believed by 
us, which ſhe tells ns, were alſo delivered and taught 
by-Chrift, and his Holy-:Apoſtles.,- and ought to; be- re- 
ceived ' and believed ' 'by us equally with -thoſe contained 
in the Holy Scriptures, which:arenot expreſly contained 
in them.z but have been delivered and conveyed down 
from Hand to Hand to thoſe very times by word of 
Mouth, or ſome.other way: -\Whbich are -therefore-, called 
Traditions,or traditional Dodrines from this particular way 
of conveyance diſtin from the Holy Scriptures z which : 
is alſo called Tradition in an active Senſe, 73 211 bo, 


And for the Do&rines themſelves, which Pl offer tc to + 
us, if they were really taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
we grant they niuſt needs be-infalliblyrtrne; andthe Word - 
of God, and atteſted io to. be. by the-!felf-{atne Miracles . 
which they 'wronght 'to. confixan their , other Doctrines. . 
But we mult have good aſſurance that: theſe were-tavght - 
by them:;/- which we- can never have if they contradict 
thoſe: reconded- in :the Holy 1Scripturos tio beve-been;taught 


by. them 5-whereof..weare'fo gp OT __ 
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Therefore let us ſee what Grounds or Arguments are 
offered tous for the Proof that theſe DoArines were in- 
deed taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And theſe Proofs 
muſt at leaſt be equal to thoſe, by which we are aſcertain- 
'ed, that the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God ; elſe 
we cannot be obliged to receive theſe ont-lying'Doftrines 
with equal Faith and Certainty (which they tell us is due 
unto them) as thoſe recorded in Holy Scriptures. 


For our SatisfaQtion herein we are offered Infallible Tra- 
dition (as is pretended) that is, that ſome Men have in all 
Ages to this preſent day been'.infallibly guided / by the 
Holy Ghoſt to deliver theſe Dottrines to their Succeſſors, 
and infallibly to teſtifie, that they were taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, which: is indeed a very great and libe- 
ral offer, if they can but make it good ; and too great 
an offer not to be ſuſpe&ed,, and therefore we had-.need 
to conſider it well ; leſt ſo great a matter, if raſhly re- 
jected, ' ſhould involve us in Infidelity ; or if blindly 
{ſwallowed, ſhould prove a Sluce to let in upon us an In- 
undation of Men's Dreams and Fictions, pretending Com- 
——_x from our Bleſſed Saviour, - and his Holy Apo- 

les. EE, | KDcits 


And that we may the better judge of this Matter, let 
ns diſtinaly conſider firſt the Tradition, and then the 7n- 
fallbility. 


And here it is ſomething ſurprizing and entertaining to 
find, that ſome Men after they have, to ſhew the neceſli- 
ty of Tradition, told us, that without it, fach and ſuch 
particular points of Faith cannot be -proved from Scri- 
pture, ſhould yet attempt to prove the ſame, when. they 
come-to treat of them in Retail, from ſeveral : Fexts of 
Scripture. ' For inſtance; Bellarmire, *'dc: ; verba - De: non 
Seripto. Lib. 4+. caP. 4- Quarto' neceſſe eſt; noſſe extare thbros 
aliquos vere Divinos : Qyod cerre ex Scripturis nullo modo haberi 
poteft 4. e.That it cannot be known from Scriptures that there are 
| . any 
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any Books extant in being, which are truly Divine; and' yet 
the Man, Lb. 1. De verbo Dei, cap. 2. can argne in 
this manner. Scripturas certiſſimas antem, atque 'veriſſimas 
eſſe, nec humana inventa, ſed oraeula Divina continere. 

49. Teſtis eft ipſa Scriptura--cujus vere predittiones;Verum igi- 
tur eft quod dicitur ——omns Scriptura droinitus inſpirata,2 Tim. 
3. Verum quod dicunt omnes Prophete, hac dicit Dominus. 
That the Scriptures are moft certain and moſt true, and 
contain not any human Inventions, but the Divine Ora- 
cles. Fourthly, The Scripture it ſelf is Witneſs-- whoſe 
Predictions are true ; therefore that is true which it ſays, 
All Scripture is of divine Inſpiration : and that is true, which 
all the Prophets ſay, Thws ſaith the Lora. | 


Nor can it be pretended to be an Argument ad homines, 

ſince they are never like to convince us of any thing from 

| Scripture, which they themſelves have told us cannot be 
IF proved from Scripture. But it ſeems ſuch a Iiſputant as 
Bellarmine can prove that which cannot be proved ; or ra- 

ther it ſhews how little they dare rely upon their own 
Traditions, and how gladly they would beg alittle Cre- 

dit for ſome others of them, by rubbing their Copper 

Coin againſt the Gold of Seripture; and how little they 

matter it, if they may but advance the reputation of their 
Traditions, though they contradict both the Scripture and 


themſelves alſo. 


But they offer us Tradition for Proof ; and why may 
) we not allow Tradition for good Proof that ſuch Points of 
Do&rine were taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as well 
as we have done for the Scriptures, being the Word of 
God? But till they can bring us as good Fradition- for 
theſe, as that for the Scripture was, they ought not 'to 
blame us as unfair and partial, if we do notTeceive them. 
Let them ſhew us the- unanimous Conſent of all the 
Churches of Chriſt ever fince the Apoſtles time, atteſting 
Matters which they judged to be of univerſal concernment 
for our Salvation ; and let this- Teſtimony and Tradition 
: CON=--. 
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concerning theſe things. be collaterally: corroborated--by .as 
evident Beams. of Divinity, reſiilting from the thing; 
themſelves ;..and then. we ſhall be ready to pay a like 
Aſſent unto theſe DoQtrines , as we do unto thoſe which - 
are contained in the Holy Scriptures. But if the Tradi- 
tion for theſe exotick, or exnterick DoArines be not to 
be found in the firſt and pureſt Ages of- the Church, but - 
they have been kept under ground by the Dz/ciplina Arcani 
(as we are told) for ſo many hundred years together ; 
and if they have ſince been rejected by many Churches, 
and are apparently the private Intereſt of one particular 
Church (and that none of the beſt) which teaches them : 
What reaſon is there that a ſuſpected and accuſed. Party?s 
own Word ſhould be admitted as his ſufficient Juſtificati- 
on ? Eſpecially in things known to be falſe by Senſe and 
Reaſon, and contrary to Holy Scripture ; and therein con- 
trary to that far mor general, certain, and impartial Tra- 
dition for the Scriptures being the Word of God. 


Then as for the 7»fallibiliry of this Delivery, we know 
that there is no ſuch Attribute as Infallibility belong- 
ing to any Creature, or its aCtings (although it be impoſli- 
ble in /enſu Compoſito, for any oneto err or deceive, while 
he thinks and ſpeaks. the Truth) and therefore all Mans 
Infallibility conſiſts in his Faculties, being gnided infallt- 
| ble by the Infallible God, and by Him kept from Error ; 
-and ſo far , and ſo long as he is fo, he can neither deceive, 
nor be deceived. Yet even then he is fallible in himſelf. 
Bnt-now, that God ever did,. or will ever ſo guide any 
Man, . we muſt come to know it, either by his . Promiſe to 
do it, . or bis Teſtimony that he has done it ; or by the 
Teſtimony and: Tradition of others concerning it. 


_ As for his Promiſe, 'Tis very true, that our Bleſſed Sa- 
yiour did-Promiſe to his Holy. Apoſtles and Diſciples, That 
his Spirit ſhquld , guide-them jn all Truth, John 16-13 4. e. 
Thoſe Truths which he had taught them, verſ; 14, 15. And 
that, by enablingthem to remember them, John 14. 26. An 

| - allo - 
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alſo ;into-Truth concerning things to come, for ſo it follows' 
in verſe 13. And that.the Holy Ghoſt ſhould well ;x thers, 
Chap. 14- 17. OL 
Now if this Guidance be underſtood of Infallible, and 
as promiſed to all:Chriſt*s Diſciples, and all their Succeſ-; 
ſors in their common Faith, it will prove that all true 
Chriſtians are infallible, which perhaps will be thought 
too much. Or if promiſed only to all the Apoſtles, and 
all their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel 3 this 
alſo will prove too much for the Romaniſts purpoſe. But 
the truth 1s, that though-the Promiſe. be to be applied to 
all the Apoſtles and Diſciples, and: all their Sncceſfors, 
yet not to all in the ſame extent of: Guidance ; for then 
all their Succeſſors muſt have the Spirit of Prophecy, and 
the afore-knowledge of things to come, which 1s not pre- - 
tended by any to be true; and common Experience ſhews 
the contrary. The affiftance therefore, and guidance pro-- 
miſed, relates diverſly..to-thoſe, to' whom the Promiſe 
was made. | 


(1.) As to all holy Diſciples in all Ages, whom: the 
Holy Ghoſt doth ſanRQtifie, it guides them by infallibly. 
bringing them to believe all Truths neceſlary to be believed - 
by them, in order to their Salvation ; ſo that. they ſhall 
not fail to believe them ; who are therefore ſaid -to- be. 
led by the Spirit, Rom. 8. 14. And to be the Sons of God, 
and to have the Spiris dwelling 1n them, Rom. 8. g.' Ffolin'l4- - 
17. But. yet. they are. not /ubjetive infallible in' their! 
Faculties , or Act of Believing, but only as gnided by the 
Holy Spirit. | | 


. (2.) As to-all the: Holy. Apoles, and. divers: ethers, 
Holy. Diſciples. of , that! Age;; : the Guidageec, promiſed; 
is to inſtruct and enable ther-infallibly-to ktow,--retrems3 
ber, and Preach unto others the whole Counſel of God, 
taught by our Saviour for Mans Salvation, 'ahd'toiconfirm 
that Aſhſtance in: Teaching, by- miraculous. Wotksy afid* 

=-. | to 
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to ſome of them infallibly to pen it alſo, and -nnto ſotne 
to fortel things to come. BY os 


(3.) And as to all the Sncceſſors of the Apoſtles in 
the office of the Miniſtry, and Preaching of the Gofpel 
(whether ſingle, or conjoyned) the Gnidance of rhe Holy 
Ghoſt promiſed 1s not immedaate, conſtant, or ſubjeftive 
infallible ; but is only ſo far forth, as by its Paſtoral Gifts 
and Graces it enables them to diſcover and deliver thoſe 
Fruths, which it hath inſpired others in that firſt Age in- 
fallibly to record inthe Holy Scripture ; and which it now 
intends by their Miniſtry to work the Hearts of all, who 
ſhall be Saved, to give a true divine-Faith unto,and by it to 
bring them infallibly to Salvation. 


. For which Purpoſe Chriſt hath promiſed to be with chem 
alway, even to the end of the World, Matth. 28. 20. ( afſiſt- 
ing them by Gifts, protecting their- Perſons, and bleſfing 
their Labours); and that the true doQtrine of Faith, which 
St. Peter had profeſſed, and ſhould both Preach and Pen 
by infallible Aſſiſtance, ſhould never fail to be Preached 
and. Believed ; nor his perſonal Belief of it wholly fail, 
but continue to eternal Life ; and that the Gates of Kell 
ſhould not be able to prevail againſt his Church, but that 
there ſhould always be on Earth a faithful People profeſling 
the Goſpel Truth, and worſhiping God in the Spirit. 


. But for any Infallibility that ſuch Sncceſſors have in 
giving the meaning of Scripture,we cannot find that Chriſt 
ever promiſed it ; much leſs to- any particular Church , 
or Paſtor, above all the reſt : And indeed ſome interpreta- 
tions of Scripture which thoſe have given us, who pre- 
tend moſt to.Infallibility, are ſo evidently falſe and- vain. 
(pot to fay: propliane,) that . they have thereby -ſafficiently 
convinced. us of the Vanity of thew own Pretenſions. 


_. Andas for that appropriating Claim , which is laid: to 
it-by the particular Church of Rome, and thoſe of its Com- 
| | | munion, 
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mopaen, there are many ſhrewd and violept Prefamptions, 


F.(1.) That the Aſſertors of it are not yet agreed in 
what Enſuring-Office to lodge their, Infallibility > whether 
in the Biſhop, qor:in a General Council, or beth, 'or in 
oral Tradition. z andit may well ſeem ſtrangeto- us,;that 
thoſe -who (as: is now. pretended) did formerly mgeke-fo 
much uſe of _ it,- ſhould forget in what Cabinet they laid 
. up do preciayusa Jewel, or forget to deliver the Keys of 

it to ther Succeſfors ; which alone (if ever they had at) 
may ſufficiently ſhew how poſlible it is for a Tradition 


to miſcarry. .. -. 


(2.) It is alſo vilely ſuſpicious, that they ſo keep up 
their Traditions in their Sleeve ; for either they cannot, 
or will not ever give out a perfe&t Catalogue of their 
traditional Doctrines , which (as they tells us }) are 
kept up.in reſerve with wiſe- Men, perfetHoribus in occulte 
tredita, Which truly has an evil appearance, as if they 
did purpoſely conceal the juſt number of them, that ſo they 
might forge ſame upon occaſion to ſerve a turn, - when 
there ſhould -be need of anew Article to promote the -in- 
tereſt of that Church in ſame preſent juncure of affairs; 
though we would willingly be fo Charitable as to -hope zit 
is not ſo. | 


many.Gontradictions which-have happeneberwees Pope 


# 


yerſon was it to the World, to ſce two. or three Popes 


it 
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©: Tr ſeems'very- unworthy of the whole Bleſſed Trinity 
to aſſert that the Holy Ghoſt, that holy Dove, which-was 
wont to inhabit only thoſe Candida tea, of pure and 

' fan&ified Souls, and ta move and inſpire only Holy Mer 

" of God, 2 Pet. 1. 21. under the moſaick Diſpenſation, 
'ſhonld'now in times of a more plentiful effuſion of its 
*Grace' and Holineſs under the ' Goſpel, : take up 'its.reſi- 
dencein, and give out Oracles from ſuch' impure Sinks of 
'Sin, Error and Ignorance, as many of thoſe who have 
-pretended to this infallible Guidance are., confeſſed to have 
' been. NE is - 
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That the Holy Spirit, who is ſo apt to be grievet by the 
reſiſting of his Motions, and even by. corrupt Commu- 
nication (Eph. 4. 29.) ſhould digeſt things ſo contrary to 
his holy Nature, and not withdraw from ſuch a Son] : Or 
can it be imagined that the Holy Jeſus would ever by his 
Fromiſe oblige the Holy Spirit to ſuch an Office ? 
And for thoſe few others among them, who were hely 
"and "good Men , we muſt be well aſſured that 
they were true Biſhops; but whether they were du- 
Jy: elected, | and ordained, or ſo much as Baptiſed, 
their-Doarine of the Prieſts Intention being neceſfiry to a 
Sacrament, makes it impoſlible. for us to know 7; and for 
one that is not ſo qualified, ſuch Aſſiſtance is not claimed or 
pretended to. 


© Andas for Councils being infallible , the-claim*allows it 
only to General Councils : Which certainly «may ' beſt of 
any pretend unto jt from the Promiſe, as] being" ſuppoſed 
to be the univerſal Church repreſented, and thereby alſo 
impowered to conclude all by its Determinations. But 
was there ever a true General Council, © befides that at 
Feruſalem (As 15.) whoſe Canons are recorded” in-the 
Holy Scriptures, of which we are well' aſſured" that 
it was infallibly guided in decreeing, as St. Zuke 'was al- 
_ loin recording of its Canons ? but that Council tells us 
; WISE: IE” | nothing 


(729 ) 

- nothing of a. ſucceflivo hnfallibilicy'in the Church of Rome, 
- norany thing 'of- theſe its Dofrines, And for all other 
Councils, 'be they what they will, all their decifions were 
to be gnided by the Holy Scriptures , and not to be re- 
. ceived if- contrary thereunto, as the beſt, and moſt ancient 
. of them :have'profeſſed and practiſed ; and fo did the Ho- . 
ly Fathers \&wn concerning them, and acknowledge con- 
cerning their own Writings ; never pretending to give 
'or admit: of any infallible rule of Faith, diſtin&t from the 
Holy Scriptures : And if they did not pretend to it, but 
; rather diſclaim it, we have little reaſon ts believe others, 
who pretend to it for them ; but rather to ſuſpect that they 
.do therein but ſerve their own private Interelt. 


And if we do but well conſider the Pretence, we ſhall 
find it clogged with ſo many Uncertainties, that it can 
never make its way through them to: give any tolera- 
ble Security to particular Chriſtians, which yet it is now 
made uſe of tor. 


x. For firſt, a private Chriſtian may be convinced of 
Truths delivered in the Holy Scriptures, and- firmly be- 
lieve them, and yield Obedience to the Commands therein 
contained 3/ and” be: aſſured that in ſo doing he-ſhall not 
fail to attain Salvation ;..and not only morally and Tatio- 
nally aſſured, but alſo: have -a Divine ſupernatural Faith 
thereof, wrought. in his Heart by the Gift of God, and 
the Operation-of. the Holy Ghoſt, as was ſhewed before. 
Now either of theſe. Convidtions. or. Beliefs. do bind the 
Man not to let go thoſe Truths which he hath ſo believed, 
whereof Chriſt 'wiltone day takean Account, how - they 
have been kept by him ; as he did of the Charches.(Reze.. 
3- $8. 10.) And therefore he muſt neither through Careleſs- 
_ neſs loſe them, nar through Cowardiſe deny them, through 
' 'Treachery. betray-them, ' nor through: Apoſtacy renounce 
er diſtlkits themon 27 325 foniod Danton 65 
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; Wherefore 1 ſe not how ane that hath ſo helieved: the 
Truth, can reſign up himſelf to others, and compromiſe 
his Faith to believe whatſoever they ſhall offer to him : 
Since thereby he would truſt his eternal Concernments 'in 
the Hands-of Men, foregoing that fure hold, which. God 
Iad- given him on the ſure word \of Prophecy; to which 


+ - 


he ought to bind himfelf; as unto a Rock, or:Maſt.'..! + 


But were that Lawful for him: to reſign up. his Faith 
to the Deciſions of a general Counci ; yet before he 
could do it prudentially, it were fit he 'thould have good 
Aſſurance given him. . HT, 

(1.) That the Council, whoſe Canons are offered to 
his Faith, was really a General Council, and duly ele- 
Cted by all that were to be repreſented, and concluded by 
it. But if he muſt ſuſpend till the Church of Rowe be 
agreed on a jnſt liſt of general Councils, Ibelieve hemay 
wait till Dooms-day ; for at preſent they fluttuate: be- 
tween Eight,and one and twenty, as they do for the Notes 
of the Church, between Cofterns his three, and Bozias his 
Hundred. | 


__ (2) Thatthe major number of Suffrages were always 
'for the truth, and had the infallible Guidance on their 
fide, and therefore , that they. were never con- 
*tradiced by the greater number in any other ſuch gene- 
Tal Council ; and that the Canons made were the judg- 
ment of that major Part, and not of the leſſer. . 


(3.) That theſe Canons which axe now offered to us , 
are the genuine Canons, which that major part did then 
make, and ſubſcribe: unto, and not fince counterfeited. or 
corrupted; and that here -are all. For  Bellarmene, and 
| Barons, we fee, make no ſcruple to caſhier! a:/Canonrant 
of an admitted Council, if it be not: for: their turn, 
upon pretence that the Pope conſented not to that Canon, 
thongh he did to all the reſt ; and alſothat.a like divine 
Providence 
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Providence hath watched over theſe Canons, as hath done- 
_ over the Holy Scriptures. 


And yet further, if the Romaniſts think by this Argu- - 
ment to produce in Chriſtians an infallible Aſſent, of a 
Divine Faith unto thefe DoQrines; then the Prieſt, who 
brings them to Mens Ears, had need not only to be infalli- 
ble in receiving and delivering them, hut alſo give Evi- 
dence that he is ſo, by ſome unqueſtionable Miracle. 
. And yet after all this, unleſs the faculty of the hearer be 
infallibly guided to aſſent nato it, he will not believe in- 
fallibly ; for we! find that many of the Fews did not fo 
much as believe, although they heard our Saviours Do- 
rine, . and ſaw his mighty Works. 


All which, and many more that might be named, are 
ſo great Incertainties, that they are ſafficient to de- 
terr any prudent Chriſtian fiom ever parting with his 
preſent Security for a new one, which. is thus attended, 
tho it were Lawful for him todo it. 


But how much better is ita for a well-grounded Chri- 
ſtian to keep his ſure Footing on the Terra firma of Holy 
Scriptures, than to commit himſelf to ſo great Un- 
certainty ? Which ſeems to be an. adventure not much 
unlike the Methods of the new Philoſopher, who would 

ſwade us to ſtrip our ſelves of all the prejudices of 
Faith, Senſe, Reaſon ; yea, and of our very firſt noti- 
ons, that we may the better ſwim unto that rocky Truth, 
T hat we have a Being ;, and from thence returning to reco- 
ver as muchas wecan of that which we laid aſide to try 


the Experiment. 


__ And laſtly, for the new Demonſtrations which ſome 
have lately advanced to prove the infallibility of Oral! Tra- 
dition, from the impoſlibility of its mifcarrying, and that 
what is this day declared for Apoſtolical .Dodqrine muſt 
needs have been always ſo declared;  becauſt it cannot be. 


imagined 
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imagined that thoſe who delivered it one day for ſuch, 

ſhould have forgotten what they had heard but the day 

before, or that they would report that to others, which 

they had not heard themſelves : This 1 fay- doth 
require, and needs more Charity and good nature in an 
Adverſary, than it is like to meet withal out of their own 
Contmunion, and but rarely there. | 


And really the Demonſtration is ſo extraordinary, that 
did not we ſee it made uſe of by themſelves, we might 
rather have ſuppoſed it to have been hatched by the heat 
and ſweat of ſome Man's Brain, whe was no well- 
+ to the Dodctrines, which it is brought in favour 
of. 


But however that be, I am confident that fyven Cities 
will hardly contend for the honour of his Birth, who had 
the felicity to be the firſt Inventor ; and for our ſelves, we 
ſhall deſire to be well aſſured, not only of the goodneſs and 
infallibility of their Memories, and of their Honeſty, who 
all along delivered theſe things, but alſo of their due at- 
tention to, and right apprehenſion of the things which 
they heard. And alſo that Menof ſo good Memories might 
not likewiſe have ſo good Inventions, (or at leaſt ſome of 
them). as to light upon ſome private opinions of their 
own, which they might impart unto others, and which 
might inſenſibly in tra& of time be ſpread abroad, and 
ſo far liked by the generality, that for the, very agreable- 
neſs of them to their Minds, and conveniences for their 
Intereſts, they might be worthy to be aſcribed, either to 
ſome extraordinary Spirit in the Author, if known ; or 
Eiſe to the Apoſtles themſelves. And this be ſpoken with- 
out any worſe reflection upon their Memories or Fidelity, 
which have been ſhewn to be a yery inſufficient enumerati- 
. on of the poſſible, yea and probable cauſes of a miſcar- 
riage in Oral Tradition. But this demonſtration has con- 
vinced Proteſtants of this, at leaſt, that as far as this 1s 
confided in, Demonſtration at preſent runs very low » 

» OS ; | tne 
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the Church! of Rome.” ' And” to keep our” Country . People 
- from beiig overmuch'convinced by it, we ſhall need :on- 
ly to put them to read a Leaf in Chaucer, ' where they 
may perceive that 'our- Language, notwithſtanding dai- 
ly uſe- and Tradition, is ſo much altered from what it 
was three hundred Years ago, that what was then ordina- 
rily ſpoken, is now hardly to be underſtood. yl 


\. But wherever the Romanitſts ſhall at length agree to place 
this their 1fallibility; nay, though every one of their 
Communion might have it who would”but pretend to it ; 
let them make the beſt uſe of it they can, for their own 
private aſſurance and comfort. But if they will needs 
make it Argumentative to convince others of the Divine 
Authority of what they deliver ; we hope they will firſt 
prove to us ſuch their Infallibility by clear promiſes in 
Scripture, or teſtimonies from Scripture, or elſe By u- 
niverfal Tradition of the Churches of Chriſt- concerning 
it ; or elſe ſhew us ſome unqueſtionable works of divine 
Power wrought in Confirmation (I fay not of their Do- 
Arines) but of their own Infallibility in teſtifying that 
the Do&trrines were taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; 
which is pretended to have accompanied the Tradition 
through all- Ages, and therefore the Miracles muſt run 
parallel with it, and accompany it. in a conſtant Suc- * 
ceſſion,to be the Credential Letters of the ſucceſſive delive- 
rers and reporters, to the Men of each particular Genera- 
tion. For it ſeems a very unreaſonable thing for any 
Diſputant to require ſuch a Poſtulatum to be granted him 
by his Antagoniſt, that whatſoever he ſhall ay is not only 
true, but infallibly true ; which is ſuch a begging of the 
Qneſtion, as ſhews how poorly he is provided to give 
Men a juſt ſatisfaQion, and is as much as to ſay; He is 
reſolved never to diſpute about any thing which he pro- 


polls. 
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-']-wilt add: namors, at only this upan the whole Mat- 
ter ; "That white the Romaniſts. do; offer us more Cer- 
tainty- for the Scriptures being the Word of God, than 
we need 3 They cannot perform to vs ſo much Certainty 
for thoſe unſcriptural Doftrines, as we do juſtly require 
and expe before weentertain them. So prone are ſome 
Men to dream of Supererogating, whilein truth, they fall 
ſhamefully ſhort of doing their neceflary Duty. 
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A Catalogue of ſome Books Printed for Hen- 
ry Mortlack, at the Phoenix in St. 
Pauls Church-yard. 
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; Rational Account of the Grounds of Proteſtant 

Religion, being a Vindication of the Lord Archbi- 
hop of Canterbury's Relation of a Canference, &c. from 
the pretended Anfwer by T. C. Wherein the true Grouhds 
of Faith are cleared, and the Falſe diſcovered ; the Church 
of England vindicated from the Imputation of Schiſm ; 
and the -moſt important particular Controverſie between 
us and thoſe of the Church of Rome throughly examined : 
By Edward Stilling fleet, D.D.and Dean of St.Paul's,Folio, The 
ſecond Edition. h | | 


Origines Britannice:Or the Antiquity of the Britiſh Church- 
es; witha Preface concerning ſome | og -—n Antiquities. 
relating to Br#in, in vindication of the Biſhop of St. A- 
ſapb. By Edward Stillingflect, D. D. Dean of St. Pauls, Folio. 

The Rule of Faith: Or an Anſwer to the Treatiſe of 
Mr. F. S. Entituled, Sare Footing, &'c. By John Tillotſon D. 
D. To which is adjoyned, A reply to Mr. 7. S.'s third. 
Appendix, &c. By Edward Stillingficet, D. D. Ottavo.. 

A Letter to Mr. G, giving a true Account of a late Con- 
ference at the D. of Pauls. , 

A ſecond Letter to Mr. G. in anſwer to two Letters 
latel y publiſhed concerning the Conference at the D. of 
Pauls. 

Veteres Vindicati : In an Expoſtulary Letter to Mr. Scla- 
:er of Putny, upon his Conſenſus Vererum, &c. wherein the 
abſurdity of his Method, and the weakneſs of Reaſons are 
ſewn ; this falſe Aſperſions upon the Church of England 
are 


are'wiped off, and MF Faith concerning the Euchariſt pro- 
2-,. ved to be that of the Primitive Church : Together with 
Animadyerſions on Dean Boileu's French tranſlation of, 'agd 
DwNNCCGAL.C TUE. EI 
An Anſwer to the Compiler of Nubes Teftium: Where- 
in is ſhewn, That Antiquity (in relation to the: Points in- 
/ Controvertie ſet down by him: )- did . not for the firſt five 
hundred Years Believe, Teach, : and PraQtice as the Church 
of Rome doth at preſent Believe, "Teach, and Practice ; 
together with a Vindication of Yereres YVindicati from” the . 
late weak and diſ-ingenuous Attempts of the Author of 
Tranſubſtantion defended , by the” Author. of the Anſwer 
to Mr. Sclater of Putney. | _h 
A Letter'to Father Lewis Sabran Jeſuit, in anſwer to his 
Letter to a Peer of the Church of -England ; wherein the 
Poſtſcript to the Anſwer to the Nubes Teſtium,is vindicated, 
and- Father Sabran's Miſtakes farther diſcovered: 
A ſecond Letter to Father Lewis Sabran Jeſuite, -in' an- * 
. ſwer to his Reply. TR OT 00 v0 
© A Vindication'of the 'Principles of the Author of the 
Anſwer to the Compiler of Nabes Teſtinm. in' Anſwer to-a 
late pretended Letter from a Diſſenter to *the Divines of 
the Church of England. 


Scripture and Tradition compared, ina Sermon Preach- 
ed at Guild-Hall Chappgl, Nov. 27. 1687. By Edward Stilling - 
fleet 'D. D. Dean of St. Pauls, the ſecond Edition. © - © © - 

Adiſcourſe concerning the Nature. and Grounds. of” the. 
Certainty of Faith, in Anſwer to'F.'S: his Catholick Let- 
ters, by. Edward Stilting fleet, D.D: Dean of St. Pauls. - - - 
* * The Council of Trent examined and* diſproved by Ca- 
tholick Tradition in the main Points: in. Controverſte” be- 
tween us and the Church of Rome; with a particular Ac- 
count of the Times.and Occaſions of- introducing them: 
Part I. To' which a Preface is: prefixed concerning the 
true Senſe of the Council of Trent, and the Notion- of 
Tranſubſtantiation. By Ed. Stilngflect, DD. D. Dean -of St: 
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